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Neighborhood schools run out of room for some local students

Bailey Miles (left) waves to her youngter sister, Kelsey, at the morning
bus dropoff  at Brouillet Elementary. Because of  overcrowding, the
girls are split between Brouillet and Firgrove elementary schools.

When Shelly and Jeff Miles moved into
their new home in the Silver Creek
development on South Hill this past
summer, they assumed their two daughters
would attend their neighborhood Brouillet
Elementary School.

The last thing they dreamed would happen is
that their girls, who had just gotten settled
after leaving their home in Virginia, would
be split between two elementary schools.
Brouillet had room for their fourth-grade
daughter, Bailey, but despite best efforts
could not find classroom space for their
second-grade daughter, Kelsey. The 8-year-
old girl was sent to Firgrove after spending
the first week of school at Brouillet.

“I wish we never had to go through this,”
says Shelly. “When we first found out, we
regretted even buying a house in this
neighborhood.”

Each day, 221 students like Kelsey are
transported to other schools throughout the
District because their neighborhood  schools
do not have room for them. In some cases,
these overflow students are bused beyond
the next closest school because that, too, is
full. Pope Elementary School — the largest
elementary school in the District with 850
students — sends some of its students to
Ridgecrest Elementary each day because its
closest neighbor, Hunt Elementary, is
already at maximum enrollment.

“Our number one goal is to keep kids at
their neighborhood school, and we do
everything we can to keep siblings
together, but sometimes there simply isn’t
space available,” says Jane Queen,
Executive Director of Elementary Educa-

tion. “Many of our schools are over-
crowded, and our only choice is to bus
them to schools that have more room.”

For the Miles, having daughters at
different elementary schools has created
some inconveniences and required Shelly
and her husband, Jeff, to keep a close eye
on schedules for events such as  parent-
teacher conferences, school plays, and
music performances. Shelly also volun-
teers regularly in both students’ classes
and works out her schedule and driving
time between schools accordingly.

“It’s all the little things,” says Shelly.
This fall, for example, both students had
fall carnivals on the same night. “We had
to cut one short to be able to go to both
of them, and they missed out on some of
the activities.”

Both girls say they also wish they
could see each other in school assem-
blies and performances held during the
school day. Bailey plays violin in the
orchestra and sings in the choir. “I
wish she could be there to see me,”
she says of her sister.

Like many other siblings, a normal school
morning begins with the girls having
breakfast, gathering their backpacks, and
walking to the bus stop near their home.
Only once at Brouillet, the second grader
walks to a new line and waits to board a
bus with 20 other overflow students to
Firgrove Elementary. That bus arrives
about 10 minutes after school starts each
day and leaves 10 minutes before school
ends in the afternoon. Kelsey has been
diagonosed with attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder, and arriving after the class
has already started “is just one more little
thing that adds to her difficulty in staying
focused,” says her mother.

Because there is no classroom space left in
the main building due to growing enroll-
ment, Bailey is among 187 students
housed in a portable classroom. As a
volunteer art docent, Shelly says she
brings a bucket of water and wipes to the
portable, which does not have running
water, for students to wash their hands on
project days. She adds her daughter
complains that her hot lunch gets soggy
and cold when walking to and from the
main building on rainy days.

As Shelly looks around the Silver Creek
housing tract, she says, “There will be a lot
more families going through what we are
going through unless we get new schools.”

For more information on growth in the
District, including new schools and
renovation and remodel projects pro-
posed in the February 3, 2004 school
bond election, see articles on pages 2
and 3, and a special pullout section on
pages 5-8.

School bond
election

February 3
(See related articles inside on pages 2
and 3, and a special pullout section on
pages 5 through 8)
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Connections is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a communi-
cations link between the Dstrict and the com-
munity.  Its intent and purpose is to provide the
Board and District staff a venue to inform com-
munity members about programs, goals, and
activities of public education in the Puyallup
School District.  Please direct questions or com-
ments to Karen Hansen, Administrative Assis-
tant to the Superintendent, PO Box 370,
Puyallup WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-
8703 or email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.
Responses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Officer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

Last month, I asked you to “take a look for
yourself” … to visit our schools so you
can see for yourself the conditions causing
stress and strain on your schools.  I know
that many of you have taken me up on my
invitation and have visited your schools.
Others of you have plans to attend our
tours this month or visit your neighbor-
hood schools.  For those who are not able
to join us, I want to share with you what I
see when I visit schools and classrooms.

I watch children bused from their crowded
neighborhood schools to others that are less
crowded — sometimes up to 45 minutes
away.  I see children carrying trays through
the rain to get to their portable classrooms
to eat their lunches.  In schools out of
classroom space, I observe students trying
to carry out research in a gymnasium.  I
experience first-hand our crowded hallways
and too-small lunchrooms and libraries.

Our community is a wonderful place for
families, and the Puyallup School District
has a reputation for excellent schools and

programs.  Since 1990, we have grown to
more than 20,000 students … we are now
the ninth largest district in the State!

While population growth is a healthy
economic sign, it also creates challenges
for communities, schools, and other
support agencies.  For us, we must decide
how to respond to this population growth
in a responsible way that provides the best
educational experiences for our students.

Our principals, teachers, and staff work
hard to make the best use of our existing
schools and classrooms.  But even their

best efforts are not enough.  We are no
longer able to accommodate growth by
adding portables or adequately repairing
major systems in our aging buildings.

Our children deserve our support … and
you can help by learning about the condi-
tion of our schools and classrooms. Learn
about the issues which caused our Board of
Directors to place a bond election on
February 3. If you have questions, please
call me at (253) 841-8769.

The public is invited to tour schools that
have major renovations or remodels
proposed in the school bond. Tours begin
at 9 am on Tuesday, January 13 (lunch
will be served) and Saturday, January 17.
To sign up, call (253) 841-8703.

Virtual tours and additional information
are also available on the District
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us

School tour information

Puyallup Giftmakers is act of giving
Beatrice Serrano (center)
receives a new doll and
accessories for her daughter
from Giftmakers Coordinator
Karen Hansen during the 17th
annual Puyallup Giftmakers.
Rogers High School student
Aurora Panida and member of
the school’s DECA program
looks on.

More than 200 families were
served last month during the
two-day event at the First
Presbyterian Church in
downtown Puyallup. Items
shared this year included new
and hand-crafted toys for infants
through teenagers, books,
stuffed animals, and fleece scarf
and hat sets.
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Museum highlights

Greg Heath

President
School Board

Barbara Kastama (left), a former teacher at Puyallup High School,
and Kristen Schroeder, Building Learning Specialist at Meeker
Elementary, are recognized by the School Board for earning the
distinguished certification from the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards. They are believed to be the first Puyallup
School District teachers to have earned this high honor.

Teachers earn
National certification

Karshner Museum will host a Friendship
Tea from 1 to 3 pm on February 14. Sip
different types of tea, listen to music, and

sample treats during this free community
event sponsored by the Friends of the
Museum. The museum is at 302 Fourth
Ave. NE, Puyallup.

The Karshner Museum  received
regional honors by the Washington
Territorial Sesquicentennial Commission
in November as being “an organization
that honors Washington’s past.” For
more information, contact the Karshner
Museum at (253) 841-8748.

Bond measure addresses District growth
It just doesn’t seem long ago that the only
thing up on South Hill was Ma’s Place
Restaurant, a favorite spot for my
grandparents to visit.  It seemed one
could travel all the way to Eatonville and
just see trees and fields.  Of course this
recollection was viewed through the eyes
of a youngster, so not all of the details are
remembered.  Who would have thought
back then that our sleepy part of the
county would turn into the robust,
dynamic area that it is today?

Even a superficial look can tell us why this
has happened.  Proximity to major
metropolitan areas with their abundant job
opportunities is critical.  Ample shopping
and the availability of recreation are also
important factors.  High on many lists is
an excellent school system with strong
academic programs and safe learning
environments.  Most of us agree that the
Puyallup School District is located in an
area that provides for excellent living.
Our new neighbors purchasing homes in

the many housing developments springing
up validate this.

The rapid growth in our area marks our
District as one of the fastest growing in
the State.  Not only are we fast growing,
but with more than 20,000 students
served, our District is ninth in size out of
296 school districts in the State.  For
most of us, it has been a true pleasure
raising our children in this area. Great
schools have been a major factor in
deciding where we wanted to live.  Real
estate professionals use our schools as a
selling point and have good reason to do
so.  The solid financial condition of the

District and the excellent teaching and
hard work by our students as noted by
our rapidly improving WASL results are
indicators that this is a District that works
hard at educating children.

On February 3, our voters will have an
important opportunity to maintain and
responsibly increase our ability to serve
our children.  The projects proposed on
the school bond contain an excellent
blend that will not only address over-
crowding, but also accommodate antici-
pated future growth.  The list proposes
building new schools in the rapidly
growing South Hill area and additions at
undersized sites.  Renovations to some
of our current buildings are needed to
keep them in use in the future.  Major
necessary improvements to both technol-
ogy and telecommunications have also
been included in the February 3 bond to
give our students the tools and environ-
ment to succeed as they face the rapidly
changing future.

Kristen Schroeder, Building Learning
Specialist at Meeker Elementary School,
and Barbara Kastama, who taught social
studies at Puyallup High School through
last June, have completed a rigorous
certification process by the National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards.

National Board Certification is the
highest credential in the teaching
profession and is a symbol of profes-
sional teaching excellence. A voluntary
process, certification is achieved through
a performance-based assessment that
takes between one and three years to
complete and measures what accom-
plished teachers should know and be able
to do. Scoring is based on all of a
candidate’s responses: videotapes,
student work samples, candidates’
analysis, and written responses to
assessment center exercises.

Schroeder and Kastama join nearly 350
other teachers in the State who have
validated their knowledge and skills
through this certification process.

Reading tutors needed
Reading tutors are needed to help first
and second graders as part of the Werlin
Reading Program. Thanks to generous
gifts from Good Samaritan Hospital and
other supporters, The Werlin Reading
Program is continuing this year at
Stewart Elementary School. Plans are to
expand the program to other schools. If
interested in being a tutor, contact Chris
Loftis, Executive Director of Communi-
ties in Schools of Puyallup, at (253) 840-
8917. Sessions are held once a week for
one hour on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.

Call for bus drivers
The District is looking for people
interested in working as school bus
drivers. The job is excellent for people
who enjoy driving and children, want
part-time hours with benefits, prefer
summers and holidays off work, have
clean driving records, and are at least 21
years old. Salary starts at $11.75 per
hour. Applications are available at the
Education Service Center, 302 Second
St. SE, Puyallup and must be accompa-
nied by a “5-year complete” driving
abstract (D.O.L.). For more information,
contact Driver Trainer Betsy Ceccanti at
(253) 841-8669.
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Emerald Ridge retires jersey of former student athlete
Emerald Ridge High School students,
staff, and the community celebrated the
life of former student and basketball
player Brian Barney by retiring his game
jersey and presenting his parents with a
signed basketball and flowers last month
during a special ceremony before the start
of a varsity basketball game.

Barney, who drowned last June at a local
lake, was a three-year letterman in
basketball and a starting guard on the
varsity team in his senior year. His number
12 Jaguars home game jersey unveiled

during the cer-
emony hangs in a
display case above
the entry doors in
the school gym.
The plexiglas case,
which includes a
nameplate, “In
loving memory of
Brian John Barney,
Class of 2003,”

was purchased with money raised by last
year’s senior class.

During the ceremony, varsity basketball
coach Bob Horton described how the teen

always had a smile on his face and a gleam
in his eye. “He was always looking for the
next time he could get on the court and
play basketball.”  Emerald Ridge High
Athletic Coordinator Dell Dittus and

Junior Varsity Coach Rick Burnley also
spoke highly of Barney.  After the unveil-
ing of the jersey, Superintendent Susan
Gourley escorted Lisa and Millard Barney
to the podium where Dittus presented
them with their son’s jersey worn at away
basketball games.

Before the ceremony, Emerald Ridge
graduate Megan Schill presented the family
with information about a star that last year’s
senior class purchased and named after
their son. She coordinated the fund-raiser
by placing a collection box in the school
commons. The star is part of the Dragon
Formation in the Draco constellation.

A memorial plaque with Barney’s photo-
graph also is displayed in the basketball
case in the hallway outside the gym. The
plaque reads in part, “He showed good
sportsmanship, had great defensive skills,
and a perfect three-point shot … everyone
could rely on Brian for his kindness and
friendship and high moral standards.”

A fund has been set up in Barney’s name by
this year’s senior class as an endowment for
student scholarships, says Dittus. Contribu-
tions to the fund can be made at any Sound
Credit Union branch in Brian Barney’s name.

Superintendent Susan Gourley (left) joins Emerald Ridge High School
Varsity Basketball Coach Bob Horton and Lisa and Millard Barney
during a ceremony to honor Brian Barney.

This year’s world language classes are
“bursting at the seams” with students
eager to learn a second language. Many
selected their language to fulfill the
elective requirement for graduation and/or
the entrance requirement at a four-year
college or university.

Students begin planning their probable
career paths when they register for ninth-
grade courses. Selecting a world lan-
guage for two or more years of study in
grades nine through 12 enhances opportu-
nities for a global education, whether
remaining in Washington, traveling to a
neighboring state, or opting for distant
learning in post high school education
and training.

Puyallup students need not travel far, not
even across international borders, to

experience a global community. So many
more languages than the six taught at the
District’s junior highs and high schools
are spoken within our western half of
Washington. Service occupations and
careers, such as police, health care, and
social work need trained graduates able
to understand both language and culture
of clients needing assistance.

Second-language instruction and learning
strengthens success in our standards-
based State testing.  As United States
Secretary of Education Ron Paige stated
in November when speaking to educators
at the National Convention for American
Council of Foreign Language Teachers,
“Foreign language is not expendable, it is
essential.” 

Students eager to learn world languages

In-District students who wish to choice to
a school other than their attendance area
school for the 2004-05 school year need to
submit their Intra-District Transfer
Application by March 1, 2004.  If
applying for a transfer due to a magnet
program, the application must be turned in
with the Intra-District Transfer Applica-
tion.  Magnet program applications are
available from junior high and high school
counselors.  High school students submit
applications to Leska Wetterauer, Execu-
tive Director of Secondary Education, at
302 2nd St. SE and junior high students to
their resident school principals.  Ballou,
Kalles, and Stahl junior highs are enrolled
at capacity and cannot accept choice
applications.  This is an annual process
that must be completed whether already
on a waiver or not.  For additional
information, contact Kathleen Heckman at
(253) 841-8771.

Any student who requests transfer to a
school other than his or her resident
school is ineligible for varsity athletics
for one calendar year from the date of
enrollment.  If it is determined that a
participant/parent/guardian provides the
District with false or incomplete
information pertaining to athletic
eligibility, the participant will be
declared ineligible for all interscholastic
competition for a period of one (1) year
(WIAA Rule 27.3.0).   Ninth-grade
students may participate in sports not
offered at the junior high level at their
resident high school.

Out-of-District students currently enrolled
in the Puyallup School District should
complete a Non-Resident Enrollment
Application.  A release from the resident
school district is required and must
accompany the application form.  Release
from a resident district and acceptance
into a non-resident district must be sought
on an annual basis. Completed forms are
turned in to K-12 Education, Attention:
Margie Jensen, Director of Student
Services, 302 2nd St. SE, Puyallup, 98372
no later than 4 pm on March 1 for optimal
consideration.  Questions may be directed
to Jensen at (253) 841-8770 or Secretary
Barb Rehn at (253) 840-8844.

Submitted by Carol Toulouse
World Language Curriculum Specialist

In-District and Out-of-
District student choice
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Area growth results in burgeoning schools enrollment
Enrollment at Pope Elementary
School, built for 550 students but
serving 850 this year, has reached
the point where children in band,
PE, and primary music classes all
share the gym at the same time
twice each week.

Even with retractable doors pulled
across the room to separate the
groups, teachers say the sounds of
beginning trombones and drums in
fifth grade band compete with
shrieks of laughter from students
skipping across the floor in PE.
Meanwhile on the gym stage area,
primary music teacher Katie Olson
says she does her best to keep her
first and second graders focused
on learning.

“I have great kids who try really
hard to listen, but even with the
doors pulled, there is still plenty of
noise,” says Olson. The distractions
are compounded, she says, by noise
from students lined up for hot lunch
outside the gym door, which muffles
but does not eliminate the sound.

Across town at Stahl Junior High,
the largest junior high in the
District with more than 1,000
students, several hundred seventh
graders stand shoulder-to-shoulder
in the commons at the end of lunch
every day waiting for the bell to
ring to disperse to class.

Crowded hallways and classes are
also commonplace at Kalles Junior
High, where drama class meets in
the cafeteria and 93 students
crowd into the fourth period band.
Flute players, for example, turn
sideways to avoid bumping instruments
with their neighbors.

At Brouillet Elementary School, more than
250 cars snake bumper-to-bumper through
the parking lot and spill onto Gem Heights
Drive every morning as parents drive students
to the drop-off area in front of the school.

The Puyallup School Board has unani-
mously agreed to address these and other

The Puyallup School District, shown in this June 2003 aerial photo, is among the fastest growing in the State.
This photo shows some densely populated areas on South Hill and includes part of  Puyallup.

growth issues by placing a bond measure
on the February 3 election ballot. The
bond, combined with construction funds
from the State and developer impact fees,
would pay for two new elementary
schools,  one new junior high, an eight-
classroom wing at Fruitland Elementary,
and major renovations of Kalles and Aylen
junior high schools.

It would also pay for a remodel of historic

Meeker Elementary; updated buildings
and equipment to serve Puyallup High
students enrolled in science, arts, and
automotive classes; field and electrical
improvements at Northwood Elementary;
new roof, floor coverings, and windows at
Ferrucci Junior High; updated computer
systems for teachers and students
Districtwide, and special education
classroom modifications (see details on
some of these projects on pages 6-8).

There are 20,555 students attending the 31
schools in the Puyallup School District,
making it the ninth largest school district
and among the fastest growing in Wash-
ington State. Enrollment has grown 64
percent — the equivalent of nearly 8,000
new students — over the past 20 years.
Projections show that growth is expected
to continue throughout at least the next
decade, with nearly 1,800 more students

continued on page 6
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estimated to arrive on elementary, junior
high, and high school doorsteps over the
next five years.

While much of the growth has oc-
curred on the south end of the District
as a result of large new housing tracts
such as Sunrise and Silver Creek,
many schools in the Valley have also
run out of room to house students in
their permanent buildings. One of the
solutions until now has been to add
portable classrooms in areas that have
traditionally provided playground
space; however, school officials say
they have used up all available options
to add more of these detached units.
One out of every five students in the
District is housed in a portable
classroom.

Several hundred students are also bused
to schools other than their neighborhood
schools each day because of lack of
classroom space (see article page one).
And over time, the additional students
have put stress and strain on older
schools that need major repairs or
renovations to remain in use.

Students at Pope Elementary School, the largest elementary school
in the District, share the gym for band, PE, and primary music.
Retractable doors normally pulled closed to separate the three
classes have been opened for this photo. Teachers say the noise
carries through the doors when all three classes are in session.

In the area of technology, a majority of the
District’s students and staff work on
outdated equipment, says Director of
Technology Mike Hodgson. More than 40
percent of elementary students and staff
throughout the District, for example, work
on computers that are seven to 10 years old
and have limited capabilities for student
learning and staff instruction, says Hodgson.

Holding class on stages or in other
alternative settings has become more
common as enrollment has surged. “I end
up talking really loud just to be heard,”
says elementary band teacher Michelle
Tiegs, who shares the gym at Pope with
PE and primary music. “It makes it hard to
hear my individual students because it’s
like a big echo chamber in there.”

The $198.5 million raised by the sale of
the bonds would result in a property tax
increase of 89 cents for every $1,000 of
assessed valuation. All property owners —
businesses, apartment, condominium, and
single family homeowners — would share
the cost. Many low income seniors would
qualify for exemptions from this increase,
and church and publicly-owned property is
also exempt. The total property taxes for
all outstanding school bonds would be
lower than they were in the 1991 or 1997
voter-approved bond issues.

continued from page 5

Area growth

First grader Bailey Plumb shivers as she returns to her portable
classroom from the main building at Fruitland Elementary School.
The school bond would add a wing of  eight classrooms onto the main
school building.

Fruitland eyes eight-classroom wing
Tucked up against the Greenbelt and
hidden from view along Fruitland Avenue
is proof that there are too many students
for the permanent building space available
at Fruitland Elementary School.

The 12 portable classrooms that sit behind
the school house nearly half of the 575
students enrolled this year. Classes served
in these portable buildings this year include
kindergarten through sixth grade.

A proposal in the February 3 school bond
election would replace many of these
detached units by adding eight classrooms
to the permanent school site.

Principal Lisa Berry says the permanent
classrooms would be a welcome addition
for many of the students, but especially the
primary age children.  “We have students
as young as kindergarten who must walk
from the portables across to the main

building and all the way down the hall to
the bathroom. That is not in the best
interest of the children.”

Students of all ages also must cross
outside to the main building to purchase
hot lunch, wash their hands after art
projects (there is no running water in
portables), visit the library, office, and
gym, or receive support services such as
counseling.

The bond money also would pay for
improvements to the library, which Berry
says is too small for the students served.
Additional shelf space is needed to
accommodate the more than 19,000 books
that fill tubs and line countertops.

More hallway water fountains are also
slated to provide relief from the single
fountain that serves the entire student
body.
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Building and site improvements proposed for
Northwood Elementary and Ferrucci Jr. High

Science, art, and auto programs targeted for improvements at Puyallup High
Northwood Elementary first graders wade into a knee-deep puddle
that collects in the playfield due to poor drainage.

Puyallup High School biology students do science labs at their
classroom desktops because there is not enough lab space available
for science classes. Working on a photosynthesis lesson are (from
left) sophomores Patrick Harris, Ben Ausbun, and Lauren Twitty.

A rainy day at Northwood Elementary
often means a day of children splashing in
puddles and returning to class with wet or
muddy clothes.

Despite the best efforts of Playground
Supervisor Barb Brooks, children still
manage during recess to venture onto soggy
fields. Because of poor drainage, large
pools of water collect on the playfields, in
addition to many smaller puddles.

“You just sink in the mud out there,” says
Principal Clara Davidson, adding the PTA
has donated clothes for kids who get wet.

Rebuilding the fields so they drain
properly is among building and site
improvements included on the February 3
school bond. The school’s electrical

system also would be upgraded so
classrooms have enough outlets and power
to support computer equipment and other
teaching aids. The building has problems
being too hot or too cold because of its
outdated heating and cooling system.
“Building and maintenance is up here all
of the time fixing and tweaking,” says
Davidson. “We like our little school, but
we need to be updated.”

Ferrucci Junior High also has several
building improvements included in the
bond. The school’s roof, which would be
replaced,  looks like “a patchwork quilt”
after years of repairs, says Director of
Facilities Rudy Fyles. Single pane
windows, including some that are
rotting, and deteriorating floors also
would be replaced.

On a recent morning in molecular biology
class, four Puyallup High students spread out
potted plants, containers of water, a counter
weight, and their notebooks on a classroom
table that also doubles as their desk to study
plant growth and photosynthesis.

Unlike other District high school science
classes that have separate lab spaces to do
experiments, the building that houses
science on Puyallup High School’s east
campus does not have room to offer all
students that extra learning space. Instead,
students perform once-a-week lab experi-
ments on formica-top tables that double as
their desks, with backpacks at their feet and
jackets and other personal belongings
hanging from their chairs. “We are really
squished as far as lab space goes,” says
Science Department Chair Leslie Miller.

Additional science classrooms and
updated lab space at Puyallup High are
among suggested renovations in the
February 3 school bond election.

“We want our kids to be able to compete
academically and have up-to-date
equipment,” says Principal Wanda
Berndtson.

The renovation also would update the

school’s art room, which teacher Becky
Lathrop says is so cramped she often
cannot walk around chairs to provide her
30-plus students in each class with
individual help. Furthermore, she says
there is no place to store supplies or
student work, which crowd the workspace.

The art room was designed to comfortably
hold between 20 and 25 students, says
Berndtson. “The kids are practically
sitting on top of each other.”

Space is also an issue in the automotive
program, where cars donated by local

businesses and manufacturers exceed the
space available. The building also has
inadequate lighting for industry standards
and an outdated heating system that drowns
out Teacher Larry Turner’s voice  when he
teaches his classes. “Basically the teacher
has to decide whether to have heat or
continue teaching,” says Berndtson. The
bond also would provide a designated
classroom for automotive instruction, which
now takes place in a converted shop space.

Metal and wood shop classes also would
see improvements with the bond money.
Like the automotive program, students
would have designated classroom spaces
when they are not doing hands-on learn-
ing. “It’s not like years past when you
could just walk into class, sit down, and
build,” says Berndtson. With increasingly
rigorous State academic standards, “you
have to have instruction to go along with
the work.”

Berndtson says her staff and students “put
up” with the inconveniences of the old
buildings. “They can’t take their learning
to higher levels with what they have. We
have the very best instructors and curricu-
lum and community support, and now we
need adequate facilities to make sure the
package is complete.”
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Renovations, remodels sought at Aylen and
Kalles junior highs; Meeker Elementary

Aylen Junior High students walk between portable classrooms on a
rainy day. Water collects between and under the detached units.

The 93 students in Kalles Junior High School’s fourth period band
class sit chair-to-chair and corner-to-corner to fit into the music
room. Some musicians, such as the flute players, turn sideways to
have enough room to play, and instruments are stored on top of
cabinets due to a lack of  locked storage space.

Paraeducator Roberta Vanderhoff  meets with her reading group in
the hallway at Meeker Elementary School, which doesn’t have enough
space for the student instruction to take place inside a room. The
hallways are also used for storage of  bins, computers, and other
instructional items.

AnnaMarie Rogers is tired of walking
through muddy grass and standing water.
The ninth grader says there is no way to
avoid the puddles that collect on rainy days
between portable classrooms at Aylen Junior
High School and throughout its field area.

“It soaks up through your socks and the
bottom of your pants, and the rest of the
day your feet are freezing,” she says.

She also doesn’t like being told by hall
monitors between classes in the main
building to “keep moving” when she says
there are so many students crowded
around her also trying to get to class “that
sometimes I just can’t.”

Major renovations to Aylen Junior High
School, including the addition of perma-
nent classrooms, are proposed in the
February 3 bond election. Similar renova-
tions are suggested at Kalles Junior High,
which like Aylen serves more students
than the school building was designed for
and needs major repairs or replacement of
its heating, electrical, and plumbing
systems, classroom modifications, and
field improvements.

The bond also would pay to remodel

historic Meeker Elementary, where space
is at a premium, including a gym that is
too small; uneven or cracked floors and
walls that need structural repair; poor
lighting; duct-taped floor coverings, and
heating and other major operating systems
that frequently malfunction. The school
was built in 1927 and had a partial
remodel in 1976. “We have outdated
facilities that don’t allow for appropriate
instructional space,” says Principal Anne
Hoban. Special education rooms also need
to be reconfigured, says Hoban, to provide
break rooms — quiet areas for overstimu-
lated students to settle down — a kitchen
to teach life skills, and restrooms.

The drainage problem around the
portable classrooms at Aylen Junior
High creates standing water on walk-
ways and under portables, which creates
“a terrible smell” inside some of the
units that also suffer from poor ventila-
tion and heating problems, says Princi-
pal Mike Prato. Students then track the
mud and water into the main building,
creating slippery floors. In the main
building, a 25-year-old heating and
ventilation system breaks down several
times a year and floods classrooms or
office spaces. Parts are no longer

available for these outdated units, which
is a similar problem with the school’s
failing sewage system, says Prato.

Kalles Junior High Principal Rich Boerner
tells a similar story of problems with that
school’s major operating systems. “It’s a
pretty brick building from the outside, but
the inside is falling apart.” He says the
heating and air-conditioning system is
failing, wood around windows is rotting,
carpets are torn up, and concrete walls

separating classes in the main building
prohibit classes from combining in a team-
teaching format that other Puyallup
schools have found successful in student
learning. Plans are to build a new multi-
purpose room, where drama and PE
students now compete for space in the
cafeteria and power dies when white and
colored stage lights are turned on simulta-
neously. More than 400 band, choir, and
orchestra students also vie for time in one
music practice room.
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Rogers High swimmers defend State title

Rogers High School Girls State  swim champions (top row, from left)
Megan Rains, Coach Heather Hoskins, and Cora Freeman. (Bottom
row, from left): Chelsey Freeman and Jesika Heidloff.

The Rogers High School girls swim team
finished the year with a splash by defend-
ing its State title with a dominating
performance by four swimmers who, in
addition to achieving personal bests, broke
their own 200-yard medley team relay
record set last year.

Students Megan Rains, Jesika Heidloff,
and sisters Chelsey and Cora Freeman led
the 38-member Rams team to victory in
November at the Class 4A Girls Swim-
ming and Diving Championship.

The foursome started off the day in a big
way, breaking the record in the 200-yard
medley relay. They clocked in at 1 minute,
45.77 seconds, which was five-hundredths
of a second faster than they swam last
year. Near the end of the day, with the
championship trophy in sight, the same
four girls swam to victory in the 400-yard
freestyle relay.

Senior Megan Rains, a six-time State
swimming champion over the past three
years in individual events, also clinched
first place at this year’s meet in the 100-
yard and 200-yard freestyle. Her favorite
memory of the day, however, is when the
girls combined their efforts to beat the
record they set last year. Their perfor-
mance last year marked the first time in 18
years that the record had been broken.

“That was an amazing thing we did last
year, and to come back and do it again this
year was a great feeling,” says Rains.

Rains and her teammates say the win did
not come without hard work. Every day at
practice the four girls fine-tuned their
starts — the point at which one swimmer
touches the wall and the next one jumps
off the block — and videotaped their
relays to see areas where they could
improve. “If you can really nail a start,
you have a large lead over the others,”
says Rains.

Twin sisters Cora and Chelsey Freeman
say they knew the team had to swim at
its best to beat competing schools.
“This is probably the most nervous I’ve
been in any meet,” says Cora, who

placed second in the 50-yard freestyle
and third in the 100-yard backstroke in
addition to winning the two team
relays. “It was so exciting to come back
and win State again.”

Chelsey also added two individual awards
to the two relay wins by placing second in
the 100-yard butterfly and 100-yard
backstroke — both personal bests in her
four years of high school. “We knew we
had to swim well to come out on top. Each
girl swam her hardest, and I was really
proud of everyone.”

Jesika Heidloff, the only one of the four
winning swimmers who will return to
Rogers next year, had mixed emotions as
she stepped up to the awards podium. In
addition to winning the two team relays,
Heidloff placed fifth in the 200-yard
individual medley and second in the 100-
yard breaststroke with a time of 1 minute
3.73 seconds —  the third fastest time in
Class 4A history. “I was so proud that we
won, but I was also sad because my really
good friends are going to be leaving. I
realized this was the last time I would
swim a relay with them.”

The team says it received extra incentive
during the meet from the 60 Rogers
High students who traveled by bus to the
competition with Principal Scott Brittain
and several other school administrators.
The Rams cheering section ran onto the
pool deck after the girls clinched the
victory, formed a human tunnel for them
to walk through, and sang the school
fight song.

Rogers also held a school assembly in the
team’s honor and showed a special
musical video presentation featuring clips
from the State meet. The four girls
switched places for a day with the
principal and three assistant principals,
who attended classes while the girls
handled emails, phone calls, meetings, and
other duties.

Swim Coach Heather Hoskins described
the team’s performance as outstanding.

“They are the kind of girls who can step up
to the plate and do their best,” says
Hoskins, who was named Coach of the
Year for fall sports by the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer. “They thrive on competition.”

Fall sports roundup
Fall sports teams at all three high
schools, as well as some staff members,
have received local and Statewide
recognition.

The Rogers High School girls swim
team defended its State title in Novem-
ber at the Class 4A State Swimming and
Diving Championship (see adjacent
article). Coach Heather Hoskins was
named Coach of the Year by the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer.

Also for the second year in a row,
Rogers High Senior Heather Olmstead
was the top female golfer in the South
Puget Sound League (SPSL). Rogers
Sophomore Jason Moore came in
second in the league. Several other
golfers from Emerald Ridge and
Puyallup high schools placed in the West
Central District golf tournaments and
will compete in the State qualifying
tournament in spring.

Dick Halleen, Athletic Coordinator at
Rogers High, will be inducted into the
Washington Secondary School Athletic
Administrator Association’s Hall of
Fame in April. He started in this District
in 1962 at Puyallup High, then moved to
Rogers High in 1968.

Emerald Ridge High School’s girls
volleyball team placed fourth at the State
championship. The school also was
selected as the “Sportsmanship” winner
for the SPSL South Division.

Puyallup High School’s girls cross-
country team finished in the top 16 at
State, and the girls soccer team won its
league championship and advanced to
the State playoffs. Soccer coach Mark
Harris was named The News Tribune’s
All Area Coach of the Year. Tony
Batinovich, girls volleyball coach, was
named SPSL South Division Coach of
the Year.

Numerous athletic teams from all three
high schools have been recognized by
the Washington Interscholastic Activities
Association for academic achievement.
A majority of the teams had a cumula-
tive 3.0 GPA or better, and several teams
exceeded 3.5 GPAs.
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Visiting Chinese teacher enjoys Puyallup
Life for Chinese exchange teacher Xu
Xiao Yuan (pronounced Show Shau Wan)
is dramatically different this year than it
was last year.  This time last year, she was
teaching at Shanghai’s prestigious #3 Girls
School, while this year she is thousands of
miles from home and teaches three
Chinese language classes at Aylen Junior
High and Puyallup High schools.

The Puyallup School District and Xiao
Yuan’s home school in Shanghai have a
long-standing relationship.  She is the
thirteenth teacher from the school to spend
a year teaching in Puyallup. With nearly
20 years of experience teaching English to
Chinese students, she is fluent in English.
Although the #3 Girls School is a public
school, it attracts more than 2,200 of the
top seventh- through twelfth-grade
students in Shanghai.   Between 300 and
400 students board at this “key school,”
which is famous for its English classes and
selective academic programs.

ing to Linda Quinn, the  District’s
Director of Development and  Director of
the China Program, this is one of the first
junior high Chinese language programs
offered in Washington State.

On a recent day at
Aylen Junior High,
ten students gather
around a rectangular
table and review
Chinese characters
in preparation for a
quiz.  Xiao Yuan
pronounces the
words and the
students write the
characters in their
notebooks.  Follow-
ing the quiz, three students enrolled in
third-year Chinese at Puyallup High
School stop by the class to lead the junior
high students in a “word bingo” exercise.
They stay after class to visit with Xiao
Yuan and practice speaking Chinese.  “My
students are good,” she says.  “I have a
very good relationship with them.”

In addition to teaching language classes at
Aylen and Puyallup, Xiao Yuan and some
of the students enrolled in Chinese will be

teaching lessons on Chinese language and
culture in various schools around the
District beginning in January.

For Puyallup senior Erin Gamble, the
opportunity to practice speaking Chinese

through classroom
visits will help
improve her lan-
guage abilities.  She
is studying multiple
foreign languages to
prepare herself to
travel and study
Asian archaeology
and translation.

For Xiao Yuan, the
experience of

teaching in Puyallup is dramatically
different from her experiences teaching in
China.  “These are the youngest students I
have ever taught,” says Xiao Yuan with a
smile.  Although her 15-year-old daughter
and husband are unable to accompany her
for her year-long exchange, she enjoys the
time she spends with her students.  “This
has been a new and unusual experience for
me,” she says. “Sometimes I feel a little
homesick and miss my family.  When I’m
with my students, I always feel good.”

Area: 2473 square miles
Population: 16.7 million
Country: People’s Republic of
China
Main language: Mandarin
(putonghua)/Shanghaihua

Shanghai at a glance

Ten Puyallup teachers have been
selected to be Freeman Fellows and will
travel to China this June through a
program to promote relationships
between China and the United States.

A group of students will also be partici-
pating in a student exchange with
Shanghai #3 Girls School over spring
break.  Applications are still being
accepted for students interested in
participating in this exchange program.

Since 1988, the Puyallup School District
has had relationships with schools and
educators in China.  Through funding
from a grant secured by Pacific Lutheran
University, the selected Freeman Fellows
have participated in workshops at the
university on integrating China and
Chinese studies into the curriculum.  The
teachers are working to make sure that
all of the students in the Puyallup School
District are exposed to and have the
ability to learn about the people and
culture of China.

Teachers selected to travel to China
have already committed to including
China and Chinese culture into classes
and programs conducted in class.
Rather than viewing China as an add-
on unit, teachers are working to infuse
standards-related programs with
aspects of the culture.  For example,
second graders who are studying about
wind in a science unit may use Chinese
kites to see science in action.  At the
junior high level, students are looking
at Asia and culture through cultural
fairs and class projects.

“Teachers recognize the role China is
going to play in the future,” says Linda
Quinn, the School District’s Director of
Development and Director of the China
Program.  “They want to give students a
leg up on future plans and allow them to
gain a more global perspective.”

Staff members traveling to China
include: Brooks Hazen and Randy Jones,

Teachers, students to
travel to China

Visiting Chinese teacher Xu Xiao Yuan helps ninth grader Nathan
Smith during a day of  teaching at Aylen Junior High School.

continued on page 12

From the late 1980s to 2002, the Chinese
teacher exchange program was supported
through State funding that provided funds
for travel, a housing allowance, and a
salary for the Chinese exchange teacher.
When the State cancelled funding for the
program in 2002, Puyallup School District
identified it as a priority and committed to
finding local funding to support it.

As a result of this commitment, enroll-
ment in Chinese language classes has
more than tripled in the last year; and for
the first time in Puyallup, Chinese is
offered at a junior high school.  Accord-
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Federal grant to promote safe and drug-free school environments
The Puyallup School District and all of
Pierce County is a recipient of a Federal
Safe Schools — Healthy Students
Initiative, awarded by the Department of
Education and funded cooperatively
through the Departments of Education,
Justice, and Health and Human Services.
This year, the District will benefit from
$144,000 provided through the Initiative.

Over the next two years, the District will
use Initiative funds to promote safe and
drug-free school environments that are
supported by an integrated network of
service providers, law enforcement,
families, and school personnel.  The
District applied as part of a collaborative
effort of 13 school districts and Chief
Leschi in the region.  Because participat-
ing districts and agencies in Pierce County
and Puyallup are ahead of schedule in
implementation, Initiative leadership and
the District are often asked to mentor
some of the other 46 nationwide sites that
were also selected to participate.

The Initiative includes $1,350 stipends for
Parent Involvement Coordinators at each
junior high to increase parent involvement
and work on prevention of alcohol,
tobacco, drug use, harassment, and school
violence.  Although many elementary
schools have active volunteers, parental
involvement on-site has typically de-
creased at the junior high level.

Kevin Tunison, a parent of several

At Ferrucci Junior High, Parent Involve-
ment Coordinator Jodi Scott has been
recruiting parents to be more visible at
the school.  “The parents have been very
positive that the junior high wants them
to be involved,” she says.  “The class-
room teachers have been offered help
from parent volunteers, and we’ve been
trying to get the word out to all parents
that their participation at the junior high
is welcome.”

Parent involvement coordinators have
been working collaboratively to design a
series of workshops for parents of
teenagers.  These free workshops, to be
held during January and February, will
give parents practical tools to help their
teenage children deal with issues ranging
from bullying, drugs, tobacco, and
alcohol, to Internet dangers and video
game violence (see adjacent article for
dates and times).

In addition to parent involvement, the
Initiative also includes efforts to
prevent substance abuse and violence,
increase the availability of mental
health services, increase the use of anti-
violence developmental strategies for
early childcare providers and parents,
and improve student learning environ-
ments in schools. Karshner Elementary,
Edgemont Junior High, Wildwood
Elementary, and Firgrove Elementary
applied and were selected to receive
additional funds and professional
development to provide schools with
safe and civil climates. Teams from
each school identify areas for improve-
ment, issues for discipline, and student
perception of school safety.

Forty-six percent of the Initiative’s funds
support mental health services, and three
mental health therapists from Good
Samaritan Mental Health provide 80 hours
a week in direct services to District
students. Other opportunities include safe
school policies, educational reform,
improving academic performance through
prevention activities, as well as the parent
involvement sessions, says Dr. Phyllis
Ellermeier, District Prevention Programs
Coordinator.  “The entire goal is to
provide all kids with safe, civil, and drug-
free schools,” she says.

children enrolled in Puyallup schools,
volunteers at both the elementary and
junior high level.  As a firefighter, his
schedule allows him to volunteer during
the school day.  He usually volunteers at
least once a week at Kalles Junior High
where he spends time with students during
the lunch hour.  Kalles parent April
Daniels also volunteers regularly during

lunch on Thursdays.  Whether visiting
with students in the lunchroom or
walking through the school courtyard,
they are often approached by students
and spend time just visiting with them.
“We’re an extra set of eyes and ears,”
says Tunison.  “When I need to be, I’m
also an extra mouth.  The students seem
to like us being here.”

Kalles ninth graders (from left) Ivory Harvey and Amanda Goings
visit with parent volunteer April Daniels during lunch.

Parents of sixth graders and junior high
students are invited to a free workshop
series beginning this month to learn
about social and physical issues impact-
ing teens.

The workshops will be held from 6 to 8
pm January 20 and 27, and February 4,
10, and 24 at Kalles Junior High, 515 3rd
St. SE, Puyallup. Sessions begin with
dinner at 6 pm and include complimen-
tary childcare and door prizes. The
workshops include:

January 20, Video Games: Jennifer
Egan of Mothers Against Violence will

share about video games and give parents
practical advice on games containing
violent or suggestive content.

January 27, Internet Dangers and
Predators: Greg Dawson of the Pierce
County Sheriff’s Department computer
crimes division will offer parents insights
on the opportunities and dangers possible
with the Internet.

February 4, Bullying Prevention for
Parents: Jennifer McKillop, a Safe
Schools, Healthy Schools bully prevention
expert, will offer advice on ways parents
can prevent their children from bullying

others or being bullied by other students.

February 10, Physical Effects on the
Teenage Body: Mark Thomas, Coordi-
nator of  Tobacco Intervention and
Education Support, and Kelly Richstein,
chemical dependency professional, will
explain the physical effects of tobacco
and alcohol on the developing
teenager’s body.

February 24, Good Parenting: Janie
Kay, a parent support group leader with
Horizon Treatment Services, will help
parents maintain, adjust, or improve
parenting skills.

Parent workshops explore issues impacting teens
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Students in the Zeiger Elementary School deaf  and hard-of
hearing program will perform the play “Deafie-ella,” based on
the story of  Cinderella, this month at the Seattle Children’s
Theatre. The performance, open to the public, will be the
culmination of  months of  practice as part of  The Deaf  Youth
Drama Program, which offers artists-in-residence to area
schools. Billy Seago, Youth Drama Program Director (above),
teaches Zeiger students (from left) Kimberly Klock and Baylee
Schultz how to act like mice for their upcoming performance at
2:30 pm January 17 in Seattle. Tickets are $9 for adults and $6
for children under 12 years old. For tickets, call (206) 441-3322.
The students will also perform at 1 pm on January 16 at Zeiger
Elementary, 13008 94th Avenue E., Puyallup.

Edgemont Junior High; Jeanna Kooser,
Kalles Junior High;Valerie Ogami,
Wildwood Elementary; Kathy O’Hanlon,
Karshner Elementary; Laurie Pruden,
Puyallup High School; Janet Rhee, Stahl
Junior High; Andria Schroeder, Brouillet
Elementary; Cindy Watters, Emerald
Ridge High School; and Margaret
Wuersten, Aylen Junior High.

Puyallup students plan to travel to China
during spring break to participate in a
cultural exchange with the prestigious
Shanghai #3 Girls School; however, the
Chinese students may not be able to visit
Puyallup due to challenges related to
securing travel visas.

Student applications are still being
accepted for the trip to Shanghai, and
the deadline for payment is January 31.

While students are responsible for their
travel costs (approximately $1,100 to
$1,400 each), their accommodations
will be provided by host families in
Shanghai.  In addition to sightseeing
and a homestay, students will spend
some time at the school and have a
variety of cultural experiences. Al-
though the host school is a girls’
school, both boys and girls are eligible
to participate in the student exchange.
Chinese language studies are not
required.  For an application or addi-
tional information, contact Linda
Quinn, Director of Development, at
lquinn@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Students participating in the trip to date
include: Nate Merz, Nathan Shields, and
David Baldwin of Puyallup High School,
Elizabeth Stephenson of Aylen Junior
High School, and Emily Willis, Zaira
Astorga, Rob Lent, TJ Bullard, and Emily
Poole of Edgemont Junior High School.

Puyallup Family Co-op schedules tours
Puyallup Family Co-op is providing tours
and information nights about its program
for the 2004-05 school year.

The Co-op, located at Firgrove Elemen-
tary, offers a unique, high-quality program
which enhances the students’ learning
experiences by incorporating family
volunteers in the classrooms on a regular
and consistent basis.

Attending one of the following tours and
an information night is required to
complete the enrollment process. Tours
begin at 9:30 am on February 4, March 3,
March 31, and May 5. Information nights
begin at 6:30 pm February 9 in the
Firgrove library, March 9 in portable

classroom number 34, and March 25 in
the Firgrove library.

Family involvement in the classroom
allows the teachers to create more
individualized learning plans, teach in
smaller and more flexible groups, and to
go beyond the mastery of basic skills as
students are challenged to learn in a
variety of ways. Volunteers also make it
possible for students to become more
actively involved in community service
and to participate in numerous field trips
that serve to support and expand curricu-
lum experiences.
 
For more information, call Firgrove
Elementary School at (253) 841-8733.

Zeiger students to perform play
Advance students celebrate the opening of  their new facility on
East Main Street with an open house. Student Wendy Vick cuts the
ribbon joined by (from left) School Board Member Lloyd
Freudenstein, Superintendent Susan Gourley, Paraeducator Adie
Iwakiak, and student Brian Adamkiewicz. Advance serves 18- to
21-year-olds in the Puyallup School District and helps them with
employment training, residential skills, and opportunities for
recreation and leisure activities that promote lifelong learning.

Advance program holds open house

continued from page 10

China trip


